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HAWTHORNS   Picture taken in the 1930’s
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INTRODUCTION

In 1982 we celebrated the centenary of the building of Hawthorns.  I considered it a
suitable anniversary to write a short history of the house and those who had lived in it,
in the hope that my children might have taken it up as a school history project. Sadly they
did not do so. Twenty three years later I have decided to complete the task.

There is nothing really remarkable about a house that is only 100 years old, until other
ingredients are added, more especially the names of the people who have lived here.

No commentary on the Lavingtons in the Victorian era can be considered complete
without reference to the Saunders family. From their beginnings as millers they
influenced local, national and international affairs. Amram was responsible for having all
the toll gates burnt in the area. One of his sons became a Member of Parliament and set
up the first press agency in this country. Another emigrated  to New Zealand and became
a politician in Nelson. The eldest became a city councillor in Bath and at least one
daughter became an authoress. Members of the Saunders family lived in this house from
1882 until 1917 and it remained in their ownership until 1923.

It has been difficult to decide where to draw the line on writing about the Saunders
family. Especially since I have read documents from two branches of the family in New
Zealand about Amram Saunders, his wife Mary and one of their sons Alfred.  As that
information is available at the Market Lavington Village Museum I have decided to
provide only short biographical notes on each member of that family who had some
influence on the history of this house.

My thanks are due to many local people who have given information and a complete list
appears as an Appendix. But I must acknowledge the help I  received in 1982 from Mrs
Peggy Gye of Market Lavington, the late Rev. Martin Chadwick, vicar of Market
Lavington 1969-1979, Mr K Rogers and Mr J d’Arcy of the County Records Office and
Mrs Pam Coleman, librarian at The Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural History Society
(Devizes Museum). Without their help this project would never have been started.

Hugh Spencely,

Hawthorns, February 2005
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Hawthorns March 1969
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2. BACKGROUND

The Fiddington Common area was, in 1838, a detached part of West Lavington parish.
The schedule of The Apportionment of Rent Charges in lieu of Tithes, dated 13th

September 1841 includes references to Amram Edwards Saunders and Richard Box and
their ownership of land on Upper Common and in Plantations. Part of Upper Common is
numbered 750 on the schedule. On the early deeds for Hawthorns there is an extract plan
showing the area of land on which The Hollies and The Hawthorns are built numbered
750a.

John Box, the father of Richard Box and Mary Box, (who was to marry Amram
Saunders), originally lived in Hilcott, near Pewsey. But he moved to Fiddington Farm,
which was then in a detached part of West Lavington parish.  John Box died in 1804 and
his widow Ann nee Alexander in 1822. I assume that their two children inherited the
farm. Mary had married Amram in 1808. Hence the ownership of the land in 1838 being
registered in the names of the two men, Amram  Saunders and Richard Box.

Amram’s son Samuel had taken over the running of the family mill at Littleton Panell.
This was sold in 1868 to the Pleydell Bouverie family and Samuel built a new house The
Hollies on part of plot 750a. He extended that house to accommodate his widowed
mother (Amram had died in 1849) and she moved in in 1872. In 1882 Samuel built The
Hawthorns.

A winter scene- Hawthorns in 1983
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The Tithe Map of 1841 showing the land owned by Amram Saunders and Richard Box.
Also shows the modern road names and the plot 750a and Fiddington Farm.
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3. THE HOUSE CALLED THE HAWTHORNS

a. The Site

The Saunders family already owned land at Fiddington Common. The Tithe
Apportionment of 1841 records the following land owned by Amram Edward Saunders
and Richard Box his brother in law. It was occupied by James Price and others.

Plot no: Name Description ac. R. p. notes
750 Upper Common Arable 18  1 33
751 Water   0  0 39
752 Arable   3  0 16 tenant WmGye Fmr

753 Arable   4  0  3
754 Plantation Plantation 10  0 19
755 Upper Common Arable 13  0   7
757 Plantation Plantation  0 0 13
758 Upper Common Arable  5 2   8
759 Two cottages and garden  0 3 38

Alfred Saunders in his history of his mother Mary Box and father Amram Saunders
records that his parents lived at Fiddington Farm. This was sometime in the early 1800’s
after their marriage in 1808. Amram died in 1849 and Mary in 1874.

The first Ordnance Survey map published in 1886 -XL 10- shows Fiddington Farm below
the ‘hangings’ down Parham Lane on land that is now occupied by the railway cutting.
And it is easy to identify the land owned by Amram and Richard on the 1886 map
although the numbering has changed. The land is on both sides of Parham Lane starting
at the road junction of New Road (now Kings Road) with Parham Lane and Drove Lane.

The next O.S. map published in 1900 shows the railway line in course of construction
with the cuttings and embankments in place but the track incomplete. The buildings are
still shown but the name Fiddington Farm has disappeared. The plot numbers have
changed again but the boundaries remain the same.(Appendix 4).

The 1936 O.S. map shows that the buildings have disappeared and the cottages described
in the 1841 schedule on plot 759 remain. Those cottages are now a farmhouse which until
recently was lived in by George and Vera Shergold. He followed his parents in farming
the area and the farm was, and still is, called Fiddington Farm.

It was on parts of Plot 750 that, firstly The Hollies and then The Hawthorns were built.
Fiddington Common was then a detached part of West Lavington parish. Rev. Robert
Caswell was the vicar in 1839.
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The Articles of Agreement 1838 between ‘several persons’ gave the apportionment of the
rent charges in lieu of tithes in the parish of West Lavington. Agreement for the
commutation of tithes dated 12th January 1839. Lord Churchill received £1,325 10s. 0d.
And the vicar £360 per annum.

On 5th October 1866 George Bayly (m to  Mary Ann Saunders) and Samuel Saunders
granted William Henry Brown, labourer of Market Lavington the freehold of ‘that piece
of land situated at Fiddington (Common) in the parish of West Lavington  containing by
admeasurement one acre and seven perches formerly in the occupation of Henry Grey
and now in occupation of the said Samuel Saunders and which piece of land is part of a
larger piece of land on the Tithe Commutation map for the same parish 750a and
secondly all that other piece of land also situate at Fiddington adjoining the first piece
containing by admeasurement one acre, three roods, and seventeen perches and which
piece of land was formerly in the occupation of Grant and another but now of the said
Samuel Saunders and is also part of the aforesaid larger piece of land number 750a for
the sum of £220. The first piece of land was conveyed on 5th October 1866 and the
second piece on 26th October 1866.

So, by this date Samuel Saunders was part owner of the land. There is an interesting letter
to the local paper Wilts Telegraph dated 2nd July 1892 questioning Samuel’s behaviour
over land transactions on Fiddington Common. (Appendix 2).

The Hollies was built circa 1868. In 1872 Mary Saunders, widow of Amram, moved from
Bath and came to live at The Hollies (where she died in 1874). Ellen lived there as well
but Ann had rooms in a cottage nearby, ‘a little distance from Samuel’s house’.

On 25th May 1882 Samuel Saunders repurchased the two pieces of land from William
Brown for £220.
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Picture of Hawthorns taken in the 1940’s showing Major Walker and an unidentified
lady.

b. The House

On 22nd June 1882 Samuel Saunders raised a mortgage on the land from Benjamin
Hayward of Easterton, Gentleman, for £1,000 for inter alia ‘2ndly and 3rdly before
abstracted premises and also together with the unfinished messuage then in course of
erection thereon’. And conveyed to B Hayward. S Saunders covenanted to keep premises
insured against loss or damage by fire. (The census of 1881 lists Benjamin Hayward aged
90 as a retired agriculturalist  living at 66 Oak Lane, Easterton  (now called Kestrels)
with a housekeeper Ann King aged 49 and a servant Sarah Dunford aged 14).

That messuage was The Hawthorns. It was built by direct labour, according to Tom Gye,
of local red brick with cavity walls, rendered in pebble dash, under a flat roof. It is not
clear whether the roof was leaded or asphalted. The floors were covered in wide elm
boards, the windows were double hung vertical sliding sash and the doors pine.
There was a cellar containing a bread oven and a warm air furnace, called The British
Wonder, which fed warm air to all the rooms via large salt glazed pipes. The style of the
house has variously been described as Georgian, Italianate and Lombardic. It bears a
strong resemblance to those villas in Bath which were very familiar to Samuel Saunders.
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The decorative tile string course at first floor level and the parapet details are unique to
this house and The Hollies. There were constructed using half round drainage tiles which
were made, along with the bricks, at the local brickworks at the bottom of the hill at
Broadway by the railway line. The brickworks was owned by the Box family

On 24th June 1882 Samuel Saunders raised a mortgage from his brother William of
Mount View, Streatham, Surrey, Gentleman, for £900

On 2nd September 1886 the mortgage was transferred by indenture made between
William Pierce Hayward of West Kennet Gentleman and Benjamin Hayward of Marston,
Gentleman on one part and Jane Arnold of Croydon, Widow. Benjamin Hayward made
his will on 3rd March 1884 and bequeathed all his real and personal estate to W P
Hayward and B Hayward. Benjamin died on 18th January 1886 aged 95. The indenture
noted that the interest had not been paid from 22nd June 1886 and noted that Jane Arnold
agreed to pay the sum of £1,000 and to have the mortgage assigned to her.

There is an undated entry noting S Saunders paying £250 as part payment of the
Principal sum with interest therein. This was by the executors of Jane Arnold. She made
her will on 2nd August 1887 and died on 26th December 1889. Her executors were Rev
Henry Edgeworth Bicknell Arnold and Edward Vernon Arnold.

On 11th July 1896 the mortgage of £150 was transferred by the executors to Alfred John
Spender of 29 Cheyne Walk, Editor and Frederick Ernest Shum of 3 Union Street, Bath
Solicitor. S Saunders signed the documents as beneficial owner. (Samuel’s brother
William had married a Caroline Spender the daughter of  Dr Spender of Bath.)

On 28th July 1906 the mortgage was transferred by J S Spender and F E Shum to Wm.
John Greenstreet of the Marling School, Stroud, Headmaster and F E Shum. £750 still
owing but interest had all been paid.

On 21st November 1907 Samuel Saunders was ‘desirous of making some provision for
his wife Constance Stratford Saunders (his third wife) and his daughters Alice Gertrude
Webber (widow) and Annette  Amelia Grimes Buchanan (widow) ‘ and conveyed to
Webber and Buchanan ‘all that freehold dwelling house, garden and premises situate in
the parish of Market Lavington and adjoining The Hollies and which are known as The
Hawthorns and were then in the occupation of A G Webber and A A G Buchanan as
tenants of S Saunders. This document also deals with other parts of the land and refers to
Cedric Oliver Gauntlett of The Hollies, Fruit Grower and Preserver who had taken over
the fruit gardens.

On 18th April 1914 Mrs Webber and Mrs Buchanan paid off the mortgage of £750 to Mr
Greenstreet and Mr Shum. All interest had been paid to date. The house was occupied
from 1917 to 1923 by  Cyril Everitt.
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On 19th July 1923 Mrs Webber and Mrs Buchanan sold Hawthorns to Rev Arthur James
Clark of The Rectory, Gussage St Michael, Salisbury, Clerk in Holy Orders for £750. At
this time Webber and Buchanan also owned The Hollies.

On 17th March 1924 Mrs Webber and Mrs Buchanan had sold The Hollies, South Field
and West Field amounting to 8  0  34 to Cedric Gauntlett. (see Appendix 3). The
mortgage interest was £40 pa. On 15th February 1934 new Trustees were appointed for
The Hollies. (Appendix 3)

On 27th August 1926 Rev. Clark sold the house to John Davis, Coal Merchant of Palm
House,  Market Lavington for £760.

On 9th July 1931 John Davis sold to Major John Clive Walker OBE for the sum of
£1,025.

On 17th February 1934 Cedric Gauntlett and Mrs Buchanan sold to Major J C Walker for
£74 a strip of land .293 ac. Major Walker covenanted to erect a good and substantial
fence along the south and west side and to forever maintain it. This enlarged the garden
to Hawthorns and allowed space for the tennis court.

On 4th December 1950 Col Walker sold to William Allan MacEwen Young, Dental
Surgeon and Catherine Thomson White Young, Housewife and District Councillor,
of Eastcott House, Easterton for £4,350. The Youngs mortgaged for £3,000 at 4% pa
from William Henry Lye of Inglenook, Easterton, Retired Farmer and they paid off the
principal sum on 5th September 1955.

On 8th September 1969 Hugh David Spencely and Janis Spencely bought the house for
£10,000 with a mortgage of £7,334 from the H G C Spencely Marriage Settlement @ 6%.
After the death of HGC Spencely in 1983 the mortgage was redeemed.

The earliest ordnance survey map of the area showing The Hawthorns and The Hollies is
dated 1886. (XL 10 and XL14)  This shows the outline of the house, outbuildings and the
boundaries of the plots. The plot size of The Hawthorns has changed but the outline of
the house, apart from the addition of the bay windows, has not.

The 1886 Ordnance Survey shows the drive in its current position. On 17th February 1934
Major Walker purchased 0.295 ac to extend the plot in a southerly direction giving a total
area of 1.101 acres.

The first printed record of a description of The Hawthorns is contained in the sales
particulars when the house was offered at auction on 18th February 1926 by T H S Ferris
at The Bear Hotel, Devizes. (Appendix 5) It describes the house as being in the Italian
Style. There is no plan but the description includes only three of the ground floor
principal rooms and the kitchen, scullery with underground water tank, conservatory and
outhouses. There is a cellar. On the first floor there are four bedrooms, a dressing room
and bathroom with wc. There is no mention of the fourth ground floor reception room.
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This must be an omission as this room is mentioned in the particulars in 1931 and it had
to be there as it supports the bathroom above. The bathroom contained the wc so there
was at that time no separate wc. The drawing room at 17 ft x 12ft did not include the bay
neither was the bay in the dining room constructed at that time. The mezzanine room
leading onto the roof is mentioned. Therefore the house had a flat roof. The garage was at
that time a ‘large timber and corrugated iron erection a portion of which could easily be
converted into a garage’.

The house failed to reach its’ reserve at auction. Bids of £500, £600, £700 and £800 were
made. There is a note on the particulars ‘not sold’. But it was sold to John Davis with
completion on 27th August 1926 for £760.

The earliest photograph we have is of ‘The women’s Homeleigh’ held at the house
sometime between August 1926 and May 1931. As John Davis is in that photograph it
must have been taken during that time. This was taken outside the front door so it shows
the facing brick porch with the initials ‘S S’ in headers. The walls are cement rendered
and the shutters are in place. The front porch had not been extended.

Women’s ‘Homeleigh’ at Hawthorns. John Davis is in the back row second from right
and Annette Buchanan in her ‘widows weeds’ is sitting in the front row at the left hand
end with Edith Davis next to her.
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The second set of particulars is dated 14th May 1931 when the house was offered at
auction by Mrs Davis. The description is very similar to the 1926 particulars with the
addition of the fourth ground floor reception room described as the maids’ room. There is
a photograph on the front cover (which is the earliest record we have of what the house
looked like.) The view is from the south west. It shows the house as being square with no
bay extension to the drawing room, no small window for the first floor wc and no
entrance porch nor canopy. The parapet is intact and there are shutters on all the
windows. The house has a cement rendered finish but the front extension for the porch is
in facing brick with Samuel Saunders’ initials picked out in dark headers. He signed all
his buildings like this. Sometimes with the date and his initials at other times just the
initials as he did here.

The house was sold to Major J C Walker for £1,025. with completion on 9th July 1931.

The next paper record is a plan of the house and it’s plumbing system prepared by F
Rendell and Son Builders of Devizes for Major Walker dated July 1931. The plan follows
the description in the sales particulars and on the photograph, but with two main changes.
A separate wc with new window is shown at first floor level and the maids’ room at
ground floor level is converted into the cloak room with wc and basin.  The plumbing
layout shows the system that was still in use when Hugh and Janis Spencely bought the
house in 1969. There was no central heating system in use. Both sets of agents particulars
had referred to a central heating system in the cellar ‘which could be utilised if desired’
(1926 particulars). The 1931 particulars just refer to ‘excellent cellarage with central
heating apparatus’. That installation is worthy of note.  The cellar contained two rooms.
One was used as an apple store. It could also be a wine cellar. It had a window at high
level and a small light well. The main room contained a bread oven and a furnace called
‘The British Wonder’. It was connected to a flue for combustion gases and a separate
chimney which rose from the cellar to the roof culminating in a cowl with a vane on it so
that the opening always faced away from the prevailing wind. From the main chimney a
series of salt glazed pipes ran in the ground floor to each room where there was a closable
register in the skirting boards to give warm air to that room. At first floor level, there
were more salt glazed pipes, the largest with an external diameter of 12” (300mm).
These pipes and the chimney were utilised in 1969 when the new hot water pipe central
heating system was installed with the flow and return pipes being placed inside the larger
pipes. The main chimney is also the main conduit for tv and radio cables from the aerial
installation in the roof space from where the cables drop down to the cellar for
distribution to the ground floor rooms.  This drawing, by Rendells, on linen backed
tracing paper, has later freehand lines drawn on it. These show the bay window on the
drawing room, a second bay in the dining room and the porch at the front door. These
three alterations were made later.

There is a photograph taken in the winter from the south showing Mrs Hilda Walker and
her white dog standing on the drive outside the front door. The chimney from the
morning room/bedroom fireplace and the cowl from the warm air heating system can just
be seen above the parapet.
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Mrs Hilda Walker outside the house in the 1930’s

There is an undated architects drawing prepared by Walter Rudman MC ARIBA
Chartered Architect of Chippenham showing a proposed addition for J C Walker. This is
drawn to a scale of 1/8th inch to one foot. This gives the detail of the drawing room bay
window and on the perspective sketch also shows the small window for the separate wc
at first floor level. Also shown is a porch canopy over the front door. That canopy was
never built.  Walter Rudman’s practice was joined in the late 1930’s by Percy Edwards
FRIBA and the firm became known as Walter Rudman and Edwards. It continued to
practice from Chippenham until after the Second World War. A new partner, Douglas
Webster FRIBA joined in 1947 and the firm was renamed Edwards and Webster. In 1964
that firm amalgamated with RE Beswick and Sons of Swindon (founded 1882) to become
Wyvern Design Group. It practised under that name for several years before changing its’
name to Wyvern Partnership. Hugh Spencely joined that firm in 1967 and it is still in
business now only at Devizes. Hugh Spencely retired in 1991.

The second photograph from the Walker era is taken from the same viewpoint as the
earlier one and shows a unidentified young woman with Major Walker outside the front
door in the summer. The dog is also present. Young Clive and Betty Walker lived in the
house for a short time in 1946 after their return from India and before being posted to
Germany. Their son, now Brigadier retd., Rodney Walker was born in India. In the
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1970’s  Col Clive Walker purchased ‘Queensfield’ next door, the third house in the road
to be connected to the Saunders and Gauntlett dynasty. Betty told the author that she
never liked Hawthorns. It must have been due to her experiences living with her mother
in law. She cannot be positively identified as the person in that photograph.

Neither of the Walker photographs shows the extension to the dining room nor the
extended front porch. During the Second World War the house was subdivided into two
flats. There is little evidence of the layout apart from a line on the wall under the window
in the study which shows where the bath for the ground floor flat was. There was already
a wc in this room. (see Rendell’s plan dated 1931). Upstairs in the dressing room there is
an outline on the ceiling showing a possible partition to separate the room into two to
give, maybe, a kitchen. There was a basin in this room. So in all probability the ground
floor became one flat and the first floor the second.

Allan and Kay Young purchased the house in 1950 from the Walkers.  There are file
records within the Wyvern Partnership archives detailing the repair work carried out in
1960/1 to the roof and parapets.  The initial inspection was carried out on 15th October
1961. There was water penetration at the cupola in the centre and at the parapets along
the east elevation. The survey report suggests that the main problem was due to lack of
maintenance over the years and the weakness in the detailing of the flashings on the
decorative parapet. During the repair work the eastern half of the parapet was taken down
and replaced with 9” solid brickwork which gave the house a lopsided appearance. The
roof had always been flat but whether it was originally covered in lead or asphalt is
uncertain. In 1960 it was found to be covered in asphalt and was basically sound.

The Youngs did no further work to the house so the extension to the dining room and the
front porch were carried out by the Walkers probably in the late 1930’s or after the
Second World War..

When Hugh and Janis Spencely purchased the house in 1969 it was not in a very good
state. The photographs show that it had not been decorated for many years. The original
shutters were in need of a lot of repair. The outbuildings had a corrugated iron roof and
earth floor.
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The rear of Hawthorns March 1969 before repair and redecoration.
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The first task was to renovate the house, redecorate it from top to bottom, install a
kitchen, improve the plumbing and install central heating. The only structural work at this
stage was to block up the door from the kitchen to the cellar and open up access to the
cellar from the conservatory. A shower was added to the dressing room.  In the following
years the water softener room, larder and wc rooms were given concrete floors and the
corrugated iron roof replaced by a flat felt roof. The cellar walls were rendered with
water proof cement. The first major external repainting was carried out in 1977, Jubilee
Year. The walls were painted in a light stone colour and the windows in magnolia. The
shutters were painted antelope grey.  Every year after that some renovation/repair work
was carried out culminating in 1994 when a new pitched roof was added to the main
house and all other flat roofs were recovered with glass reinforced fibre materials, having
first been insulated. The garage roof was recovered in plastic coated corrugated sheet
steel. A new oil fired Aga was installed to replace the old solid fuel model. In 1995 a new
septic tank and drainage system was put in. Over the years the electrical installation has
been upgraded twice.

c. The Garden

The 1886 Ordnance Survey shows the plot with an area of 0.795 acre with no garage
building at the back and no tennis court and with the access drive as it is today.

By 1900 there was a building at the back but it was not at that stage a garage. The general
outline of the house was as it is today with the exception of the drawing room bay and the
dining room bay. The drive completed a circle on the front lawn with a grass circle in the
middle.

The 1936 map shows the drawing room bay, the tennis court, the grapevine greenhouse
and the additional piece of land purchased by Major Walker off Gauntlett and Buchanan
giving a total area of 1.1 acres.

There are no records of the garden prior to the Youngs. They handed over hand drawn
plans showing the positions of apple trees and the general layout of lawns and flower
beds. Mrs Young had given her husband the cedar greenhouse as a birthday present. In
1969 the layout was generally as it is today except that the Tennis Court was grass and
the vegetable garden had a different shape.

The first greenhouses appear on the 1930 photographs. The late George Shergold who
farmed Fiddington Farm until the 1980’s told the author that he knew when the grapevine
greenhouse was built. He had been at school with a boy called Billy who had spent some
time living with Mr and Mrs John Davis at Hawthorns.  One day Billy did not attend
school because he had helped his ‘Dad’ to build the greenhouse. When he returned to
school he got a ‘right wigging’ from the teacher for missing classes. A search through the
Diocesan school records at the County Record Office in Trowbridge in 1982 did not give
any information on this but there is a record in the discipline book noting that Billy
Noyes and George Shergold along with R.Huxtable, C Coleman and W Topp have been
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given strokes with a cane for using obscene language in front of the girls. Billy had been
at the school from 11th January 1927 to 5th April 1928. It is not clear from the records if
Billy Noyes and Billy Davis are the same person. There is verbal evidence that Billy was
adopted by John and Edith Davis.

The records showed that the school was frequently closed due to the poor state of the
roads in the area and the prevalence of impetigo. Stella Holloway (see later) writes that
the roads in this area really were ‘sands’. Soft and dusty in summer and muddy in the
winter. The nearest railway station was Patney and they had a horse trap for transport.

There were minor changes to the garden when the Spencely’s arrived. The vegetable
garden was extended and screening hedges introduced. The hard tennis court was
constructed on the site of the grass court in 1979.

This aerial photograph was taken circa 1970 and shows the layout of the garden with the
main vegetable patch to the left (north), the grass tennis court and the large fruit cage to
the right (south). This fruit cage eventually collapsed during the violent snow storm in
April 1983.
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4. The Occupants

DATE OWNER OCCUPIER

1882 Samuel Saunders Ann and Ellen Saunders

1906 Samuel Saunders Alice Webber
Annette Buchanan

1907 Alice Webber Alice Webber
Annette Buchanan Annette Buchanan

1917 Alice Webber Cyril Everitt
Annette Buchanan Mrs Everitt

Rosalyn Everitt

1923 Rev. A J Clark Cyril Everitt
Mrs Everitt
Rosalyn Everitt

1926 John Davis John Davis
Mrs Edith Davis
Billy Davis (Noyes)

1931 John Clive Walker John Clive Walker
Hilda Walker
Clive Walker

1939-1945 John Clive Walker John Clive Walker
Mrs Hilda Walker
Ron Barron
Mrs Meg Barron

For a short time, Clive and Betty Walker and their son Rodney.
Unknown RAF officer

1950 W A M Young W A M Young
C T W Young  C T W Young

1969 H D Spencely H D Spencely
Mrs J Spencely Mrs J Spencely

Louise, Sarah and David Spencely
2005
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The 1861 census has no references to Samuel Saunders, his family nor his sisters living in
Lavington or Fiddington on 13th  April 1861. A family named Peerless were living in
Russell Mill and Thomas Peerless was a miller. The Mill had been let from 1852  and
subsequently sold.  Samuel had returned to Bath to look after the mill there while his
brother Edward  went to New Zealand to visit Alfred. William Box, his wife Sarah and
family were living in the Foundry at Broadway. William was a brick manufacturer.

The next census was carried out on 10th April 1871. At Fiddington Lodge (The Hollies)
Frances Maria Saunders was registered as the head of family. She was then aged 52 and
was married but retired ‘on interest money’. She was born in Bewdley, Worcestershire.
Living with her were Annette A, a daughter, unmarried aged 22 born in Market
Lavington., and one domestic servant, Hannah Smith, unmarried, 22 also born in Market
Lavington. There is no mention of Samuel. He must have been away at the time because
we know that in 1872 his mother came to live at The Hollies with Ellen and Ann living
nearby.

William Box was still at the Foundry in Broadway with his family. Cherry Lodge is
mentioned as a vacant property.

According to the Abstracts of Title the house was in the course of construction in 1882.

Prior to 1881 there is no reference in Gillmans or Kelly’s, the two local directories, to
The Hawthorns. We know that Ann and Ellen Saunders were early occupiers of the house
as Samuel had it built for them. In Gillman, which was the local directory published in
Devizes, there is reference to the Misses Saunders living in Tirzah. These references
continue in Gillman until 1901 in the same form. In 1902 Miss A Saunders is listed at
The High Street and Miss E Saunders at Tirzah. Similarly in 1903 when Ann died 20th

June 1903 aged 85 years. Ellen continued to live at Tirzah until she died on 24th October
1906. So much for Gillman.

Kelly’s directory has no listing until 1892 when it refers to Miss E Saunders at the
Hawthorns, in 1899 The Misses Saunders, The Sands, and 1903 both of them at the
Hawthorns.

So there is no firm confirmation from either Directory as to where they lived in the early
years after the house was built.

The 1881 census shows Samuel aged 66, retired miller, living in the hamlet of Fiddington
(Easterton) in Fiddington Lodge, with his (second) wife Fanny Maria aged 65, Annette
A.G. daughter unmarried, 30, and Ellen, sister, 60, unmarried. The servant was Louisa
Goddan, 16. Note that in the 1871 census Fanny is listed as 52 years old and Annette as
22.

In the next entry but one Anne, 62, is listed as head of her household and described as a
‘lady’. There is no one else listed at the same premises. Ann is described in other sources
as ‘living close by’. There is a small cottage, called Victoria Cottage, immediately
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opposite the original entrance driveway to The Hollies. This could have been where she
lodged.

However, in the minutes of the West Lavington Dauntsey Charity Vigilance Association
there are lists of local people who signed various petitions to the authorities concerning
the management of Dauntsey’s School. This school had been set up under the will of
Alderman Dauntsey dated 1543 and was administered by The Mercers Company. One of
the petitions dated 4th April 1886 was sent to Sir Lyon Playfair, Chairman of the
Endowed School Acts Committee, and was signed, inter alia, by Samuel and his sisters,
Ann and Ellen Saunders who gave their address as The Hawthorns. That meeting was
held at The Hollies according to the minute book. They signed other petitions over the
ensuing years but never gave their address again. Therefore the earliest proved date that
they were living in the house was 4th April 1886. The Vigilance Association had been in
existence and had issued earlier petitions since 1878 but there is no record of Ann and
Ellen signing earlier petitions.

In his autobiography Alfred writes that Samuel built a house for Ann and Ellen.
Can we prove that Ann and Ellen occupied Hawthorns from1882/3 when it is assumed
that the house was completed? The problem lies in Gillman’s references to Tirzah as a
house name in this area. It is an odd name for a house.

TIRZAH is a name that appears in several places in the Bible:
1. (a) An ancient site in Northern Palestine, Tell al-Fariah is it’s modern name.

North east of Nablus, one of the capitals of Northern Israel, destroyed by
the Assyrians 722 BC abandoned 600 BC. (Ency. Britannica 3).

(b) Reference to its’ king being put to death. Joshua  Ch 12 vv 7-24.

(c) The death of Abijah son of Jeroboam in Tirzah, 1 Kings Ch 14 v17
Baasha  reigns over  all Israel in Tirzah, 1 Kings ch 15 v33,et al., and 1
Kings ch 16.vv6-11 Zimri murders Baasha’s son Elah in Tirzah.

(d) ‘A beautiful place’ Song  of  Solomon  Ch 6 v4. ‘Thou art beautiful, O my
love, as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army with banners.’

2. Tirzah, a daughter of Zelophehad. Numbers ch 26 v33,  ch 27 v1 and ch36 v1.
Also Joshua  Ch 17 v3 Zelophehad had no sons. The right of female inheritance
was established for Tirzah and her sisters.

3. Tirzah
‘O thou poor Human Form!’ said she. ‘O thou  poor child of woe!
Why wilt thou wander away from Tirzah, why me compel to bind thee?
If thou dost go away from me, I shall consume upon these rocks.
These fibres of thine eyes, that used to beam in distant heavens
Away from me, I have bound down with hot iron:
These nostrils, that expanded with delight in morning skies,
I have bent downward with lead, melted in my roaring furnaces
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Of affliction, of love, of sweet despair, of torment unendurable.
My soul is seven furnaces, incessant roars the bellows
Upon my terribly flaming heart; the molten metal runs
In channels thro’ my fiery limbs – O love! O pity! O fear!
O pain! O the pangs, the bitter pangs of love forsaken!’

From Jerusalem (1820) by William Blake. (28.11.1757-12.8.1827)

Ann and Ellen were devout Christians and in her book ‘Russell Mill’ Ann is always
quoting from the bible and referring to religious matters. Ann and Ellen were Samuel’s
tenants. Can we suppose that they thought the house was ‘a beautiful place’? Or did they
name the house Tirzah in the hope that they might one day inherit it down the female
line? It is slightly odd that Samuel named his house The Hollies and then allowed his
sisters to call their rented house Tirzah. Or maybe there was another house called Tirzah
in which they lived for a while. There is reference in her book to their movements
between houses culminating in 1872 when the widow of Amram and Ellen moved into
The Hollies to join Samuel and his three children and Ann lived in rooms in a cottage
nearby. Was that cottage called Tirzah? We know that in 1886 both sisters were living in
The Hawthorns.

On the hard evidence it is difficult to prove conclusively that Ann and Ellen lived at
Hawthorns from the start. But we know that the house was built for them. We know that
they were living there in 1886. That leaves a gap of three, possibly four years. We know
that Samuel was living in a house called Fiddington Lodge in 1881 but Gillman’s has him
in 1881 living at The Hollies! If we assume that the house was not completed until well
into 1883 can we also assume that on completion Ann and Ellen moved in, called the
house Tirzah and then the family decided to name both houses after trees?

The next census was held in 1891. Frances had died in June 1888.

Samuel, aged 76, widower, and Annette, aged 42 are the only family members living in
the house. They have a boarder, Charles W Peter? Aged 19, described as an improver
born in Nottingham, a visitor, India W Maslen, 47 born in Dorset and living on own
means, and two servants, Ann Philpott, 50, cook and Mary J Giddings, 19, housemaid.
At Fiddington Sands, no house name but we know it was Hawthorns, are Ann, 72, and
Ellen, 68, both living on own means and one servant Beatrice E Palmer,16, general
domestic servant.

The Shergolds are at Fiddington Common and Mary Box, widow, 37, with son William,
9, and grand father William widower, 70, are still at Broadway House.

In the 1901 census the Box’s are no longer at Broadway House. Ann and Ellen are ‘co’
heads at Hawthorns, with Annette A G, niece, widow, 52, with two servants, Sarah Ann
Shore, 24, cook and Alice Mabel Smith,16, housemaid.
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Samuel, 86, still described as a Fruit Grower is at The Hollies with Constance Saunders,
his wife aged 50, and Dorothy Wilkinson,22, daughter in law. (At Samuel’s funeral in
March 1908 two of the principal mourners were Miss Wilkinson (stepdaughter) and
Cuthbert Wilkinson (stepson), so Dorothy has probably been described incorrectly here.
They were the son and daughter of Constance who presumably had been married to a Mr
Wilkinson.)
Albert Gordon Rowe, 27, a boarder, worker on fruit farm, born in Margate, Kent and two
servants, Florence Nellie Parsons, 25, housemaid born in Crewkerne and Ada Jane
Bolton,24, born in London, cook, completed the household.

Ann Saunders was an authoress and in 1881 she wrote a book ‘Russell Mill’, published
for private circulation by her brother William’s Eastern Morning News Company Limited
of Hull. The book was written for the benefit of her nephews and nieces as she ‘very
much wished before I die to write for you some papers giving you a description of your
ancestors’. Her book traces the history of the Saunders family from the birth of her father
Amram in 1779 to 1875, the year after the death of her mother. Ann was born in 1818
and died a spinster on 20th June 1903. She is buried in Drove Lane Cemetery, Market
Lavington. She gives us a little bit of information about herself in ‘Russell Mill’.
She was the seventh child and fifth daughter (not fourth as mentioned on her tombstone
although an older sister Mary only survived for six years.) of Amram and Mary Saunders.
She was sent to school in Bristol at the age of 12 and then to London to her aunt,
Elizabeth Hubbard in Tavistock Place for more schooling. She became seriously ill when
she was 19 years old and suffered from deafness. She became involved with her brother
Samuel in the Temperance Movement, she was against zoos and the imprisonment of
animals.

Ellen was born on 11th May 1822 the youngest daughter of Amram and Mary. She was
very close to her mother and to Ann. Ann describes her as ‘my youngest sister- a pleasant
little darling-‘and ‘dear Ellen, our greatest treasure as a companion’. On her mother’s
move to The Hollies in 1872 she devoted herself to her until her mother’s death in 1874.

Ellen may have written ‘Everyday things; or, useful knowledge respecting the principal
animal, vegetable and mineral substances…by a lady’ (London 1861). This cannot be
proved and Ann does not mention it in ‘Russell Mill’.  But her brother Alfred was an
author and William did a lot to encourage Ann and Alfred- so he may well have
encouraged Ellen as well. It seems the sort of book she might have written.

Annie Saunders (Alfred Saunders’ daughter) tells us that Ann and Ellen lived in a house
that had been especially built for them by Samuel on his property, ‘quite happy with their
books, their garden and their cats.’ Ann was past eighty when Alfred visited them in 1899
from New Zealand but was still a very handsome woman, with a complexion like a girl’s,
and a profusion of silvery white hair. The younger sister Ellen, looked very worn and
withered, and was afraid that Alfred would find her ‘terribly changed’, but she was just as
good and clever as ever.  Ann had scarcely left her bedroom for six years and spent most
of her time in bed, but Alfred thought it would be better for her to exert herself a little,
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and prevailed upon her to do so.  He took her to a hydropathic establishment and this is
his account written on Thursday evening, 25th October 1900:’ I am at Petersfield, waiting
for a train to take me home after having left Ann at Mrs. Boy’s Hydropathic
Establishment, Dumpford House, near Rogate, Hampshire. We drove from Lavington to
Salisbury in three and a half hours. Ann stood the long drive very well and we slept the
night in a Temperance Hotel in Salisbury. On Wednesday I got her to the station in a
wheel chair, and we reached here in a little more than three hours which was a great
performance. Ann stood the journey well, not only without injury, but with evident
advantage. I left her looking so well and apparently so happy, and with so much gratitude
and so many of the patients taking an interest in her, and with such a clever, assiduous
woman preparing to treat her on Kirk’s simple and effective remedies, that I feel she has
at last got something for the money that her father and brother (Edward) left her. (Alfred
had succeeded after a great deal of work and trouble, in regaining for her the £2,000
which had been unjustly kept from her, and which she certainly would never have
regained without his firmness and courage.)  She has a very nice head of hair, and looks
handsome, now that I have persuaded her to leave off the very ugly caps she has been
wearing so long. I cannot yet decide whether she had better stay at Dumpford House until
the winter is over, but I shall be able to judge better, when Sarah and I have been to see
her next week. The weather was all I could wish for her journey, for it has only just
begun to rain now. I shall not be as much afraid of a journey for her again, as I was
before we tried this one. I expect that Sarah ( nee Box, Alfred’s second wife) will ask
Ellen to stay here whilst Ann is away, at any rate, for part of the time. (‘here’  was
Firgrove  House in Southampton).
Ann and Ellen came several times to visit Alfred and Sarah at Firgrove House. He writes
‘Ellen seems to enjoy herself here very much, and to please everybody with her kind,
clever, unselfish ways. She recites by the hour every day and can still learn very easily.
Sarah and she most thoroughly enjoy each other’s society, and admire each other so
much. They are both so unselfish and clever, although in such very different directions.
Ellen comes into our bedroom for our morning prayer which Sarah leads so very
unpretentiously. I don’t agree with all of Sarah’s religious views, but her religious life has
much influence on me, that my mother’s always had.’ Of Ann he writes’ I like to bring a
little life into Ann’s very dull life, and give her something fresh to think about’.

In May 1903 Alfred received word that Ann was dying and that she kept asking for him.
‘Ann is slowly sinking and gets less rational. She catches hold of me with her feeble hand
and with a wild stare in her eyes says “You won’t leave me, will you?” I must try and
stay here till the end, although I miss my nightly bath very much… But man proposes
and God disposes”.

Ann died at 2am Saturday 20th June 1903 at Hawthorns. Alfred, Annette (Buchanan) and
the nurse were present. Alfred usually visited her at 11pm, 2 am and 6am. She was often
asleep but would sometimes say ‘How good of you to come so early’

Ann had been very ill and ‘ She screamed with pain when we tried to move her, yet she
was constantly entreating me to take her away to a Hydro, or put her in a warm bath, or to
turn her over or to do something impossible with her. It is no use to try to describe what I
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felt whilst watching Ann in this state for a whole month. I have never needed your help to
keep me from losing my senses so much before, and most fortunately I have been hardly
a week without getting a letter from some of you. It was pathetic to see Ellen sitting so
silent and helpless at Ann’s side. They could not speak, for Ellen could never hear Ann,
neither could Ann hear her, but till the very last Ann seemed happier if she was there.’

Ellen died 24th October 1906 and is buried in Market Lavington churchyard next to her
brother William.

On 21st November 1907 Samuel wished to make provision for his (third) wife Constance
and two of the three daughters by his first wife  Amelia. He conveyed Hawthorns then in
occupation of these daughters Alice Gertrude Webber (widow) and Annette Grimes
Buchanan (widow) to them. It has to be assumed that Alice and Annette moved in as
tenants after the death of Ellen. I have found no record of the third sister and twin of
Alice. She was called Edith.

This is a portrait of Edith and  Alice (who were twins) and Annette, the three young
daughters of Samuel and Amelia, probably painted by their stepmother and Samuel’s
second wife,  Frances Maria, who was known to be an artist. This portrait must have been
hung at The Hollies and then at The Hawthorns before moving to Windsor with Annette
Buchanan. It is reported that members of the Cass family remember it being packed up
and sent to New Zealand. Annette died in 1943 in Windsor.
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This is a photograph of the three sisters, as young ladies. Edith on the left and Alice, her
twin sister, on the right with Annette in the middle.

In 1917 Alice and Annette leased the house to Cyril Everitt and it was sold in 1923 to the
Rev A J Clark with Cyril Everitt still as tenant. Rev A J Clark became a deacon in 1891
and was priested in 1894.He was a curate in Bath and Wells Diocese at St Marks,
Lyncombe, Bath 1891-1895, Rector of Westlea-Waterless, Cambs. 1895-1898, Rector of
Rowde 1898-1904, Vicar of Preston with Sutton Poyntz 1904-1908, Licensed preacher
Diocese of Winchester and Sarum 1909-1911. Rector of Rowde again 1911-1920,
Gussage St Mary 1920-1929.  (Crockfords Clerical Directory 1933.)
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Miss Stella Holloway (see later) says that he was rather eccentric and she used to play
golf with his wife. Maybe this explains why, at a time when priests tended to stay in one
parish for a long time, he moved around rather a lot.

Mr and Mrs Everitt had a daughter called Rosalyn. They probably moved to Salisbury.
They kept very much to themselves. (Information from George Shergold).

In 1926 John Davis, coal merchant, purchased the house after it failed to be sold at
auction. His first wife, Mary June Davis, had died aged 57 on 9th December 1921 and is
buried in Drove Lane Cemetery.  He married Miss Edith Kate Bevan as his second wife.
Miss Bevan had been the primary school teacher and there is, in the school records, a list
of the wedding presents given by the school. Miss Bevan commenced teaching at the
school on 31st March 1913 on the first day of term after the Easter break and left on 2nd

June 1922 on severing her connection with the school to get married. She was presented
with a jam dish and two tea knives.

It is thought that they adopted a boy called Billy. After Mr Davis died on 20th April 1938
she remarried and became Mrs Horsey. (She died on 4th December 1961.) They lived in
Hawthorns until 1931. Previously Mr Davis had lived at Palm House in Market
Lavington. After leaving Hawthorns they built a bungalow on Fiddington Hill. It has a
sun room or cupola very similar to the one that was built on the roof at Hawthorns. At
some stage they also lived in Brook House, High Street where Hugh and Janis Spencely
will be moving in the summer of 2005.

In 1931 Major John Clive Walker OBE purchased the house.

Major Walker was a civil engineer specialising in railway construction. Before the First
World War he was in the Sudan building railways. In 1912 he was permitted, by the
Khedive of Egypt and the Sultan of Turkey, to wear the Insignia Fourth Class of the
Imperial Ottoman Order of the Medjidiah for valuable service in the extension of the line
to Khordovan.

In the First World War he served in the Army in Egypt, in the Royal Engineers, reaching
the rank of Major. He helped build the railway from Egypt to Damascus. After the war he
returned to the railway service in Egypt and in 1922 was permitted to wear the Insignia
Fourth Class of the Order of the Nile by the Khedive of Egypt.  In 1929 he was awarded
the Order of the British Empire (Civil) by King George V for his service to the railways
in Sudan. He was Divisional Engineer in the Railways and Steamers Dept of the Sudan
Government at the time of his retirement.

He retired to Wiltshire with his wife Hilda. She was born Hilda Wetherall and is reported,
by her grandson Rodney, to have been a lady of strong character.
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They carried out substantial improvements. During the Second World War the house was
subdivided into two flats. Among the occupants were Major and Mrs Walker, their son
Clive (another soldier) and his new wife Betty, and their new born son Rodney who came
to stay on their return from India in 1946 after the war. Clive had met Betty in India
where she had been looking after her father.

Major Walker was an important local figure during the Second World War as C.O. of the
Market and West Lavington Home Guard Company, part of the Devizes Battalion. He
was also responsible for billeting in the area.

Betty Walker told the author that during the war her father in law was ill and had to spend
six months in Bournemouth recuperating. Whilst there they let the house to an RAF
officer who dug up the asparagus beds, thinking them to be weeds.

Mr and Mrs Ron Barron, school teachers at Dauntsey’s also stayed for a short while in
one of the flats.

This biographical note was written by John Scott of Littleton Panell.
‘Ronald Salisbury Barron came down from Cambridge with an honours degree in
Geology in 1925 and while waiting for some geological job to come his way he took
what he must then have considered to be a stop-gap appointment to teach Physics and
Maths at Dauntsey’s, an unknown boarding school just beginning to emerge from the
anonymity of being the local agricultural school. It seems that he soon became attracted
by the free and independent do-it-yourself atmosphere of the school and he stayed for the
rest of his life. He was a shy, rather gauche, young man- a confirmed bachelor if ever
there was one, and it took Hitler and his Wehrmacht to bring him into the married ranks.
Meg Galer, an extrovert half Swiss (French) with an Oxford degree in Modern
Languages, was one of a number of (mainly) young ladies who joined the Dauntsey’s
staff during the Second World War in place of the men who had been called into the
fighting services. This female incursion into the almost monastic seclusion of the male
resident staff caused quite a stir which resulted in one or two weddings and finally- in the
marriage of Ronald and Meg in the last year of the war.
And so they left their various resident quarters at Dauntsey’s  to set up their first home in
a flat at Hawthorns. They did not stay there for long- maybe barely a year- for a
Dauntsey’s owned house on the edge of the playing field became available, to which they
moved so as to be nearer the school and in which they produced two children – Michael
and Rosalind. It may be worth mentioning that Ronald, through his position for many
years as housemaster at the Dauntsey’s Manor House had built up a close connection
with St Mary’s Church, Market Lavington and he served for several years on the P.C.C.
until he became resident in West Lavington, when he did the natural thing and transferred
his support to the church there.
Through all their married life Ronald and Meg had the well-being of Dauntsey’s in the
forefront of their minds, always hospitable to boys and Old Boys and generously giving
practical and financial aid to the school’s music and to the Old Dauntseians Association.
Meg died in 1977 and Ronald in 1980. They are buried side by side in West Lavington
cemetery. Outside their joint interest in Dauntsey’s Ronald took a leading part in the
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activities of the Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural History Society while Meg was a
tireless worker in support of the Devizes Twinning Association.’

In 1950 Allan and Kay Young purchased the house.

Allan Young was a dentist who had served on destroyers during the Second World War.
He moved to Devizes from the north east of England to practice and was living at
Easterton House when he and his wife Kay purchased Hawthorns. They had no children
but occasionally a nephew would stay with them.

Hugh and Janis Spencely were married in October 1963 at Christ Church, Swindon. They
first lived in East Croydon where Louise was born in April 1965. Hugh was an architect
and town planner working in London on office blocks and hospital operating theatre
suites. In the late 1950’s as a town planner he assisted in the preparation of the Master
Plan for Kuwait City, Baghdad and the Colombo Plan towns in what is now Bangladesh.
Janis was a dental nurse working in Knightsbridge and Harley Street. Hugh found a job in
Devizes with Wyvern Design Group in 1967 and they moved to Elm Tree House,
Nursteed Road, Devizes. Sarah was born in Devizes Maternity Hospital in  May1967.
Hugh became a partner in the firm in 1968.

In March 1969 they purchased Hawthorns from Allan and Kay Young but did not move
in until September as Allan and Kay had no house to move to. Eventually they purchased
White Knights in the High Street in Market Lavington.

The Spencely family is the largest family to date to live in the house. The children went
to local schools, including The Mill School, Potterne, Dauntseys Primary School,
Dauntsey’s School, and Lavington Comprehensive. Both girls went to St Aldates
Secretarial College in Oxford. Louise then went to Oxford Brookes and Sarah to Aston
University, Birmingham. David went to Lackham College. Janis went back to night
school to get her dental nursing qualifications and worked for the local Health Authorities
specialising in dental care for the handicapped. Hugh was for many years Chairman of
the Centre for the Environment of the Handicapped based at The Kings Fund Centre in
London. He was awarded M.B.E in 1985. He was a magistrate on the Devizes bench,
Chairman of the local Probation Committee and Vice Chairman of the County Probation
Committee. In his retirement he became Vice Chairman of the Rowdeford Charity Trust
serving the needs of Rowdeford School, a school for children with special educational
needs.

In 2005 they purchased Brook House in the High Street, Market Lavington, a house in
which, coincidentally, John Davis had lived.
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The Spencely family in the 1980’s.
Back row, Sarah on the left, David in the middle and Louise on the right.
Hugh sitting down and Janis perched on the arm.
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In the 1990’s prior to David going to Canada to work on a farm in Alberta 1998
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Hugh and Janis Spencely in Hong Kong 2002
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Amram and Mary Saunders

5. THE SAUNDERS FAMILY.

In 1881Ann Saunders wrote a book, ‘Russell Mill’ giving her nephews and nieces ‘a
description of (their) ancestors’. The book charts the history of the Saunders family from
1779 to 1875.

Her brother Alfred had written a history of his parents, Amram and Mary, an
autobiography and ‘Tales of a Pioneer’.

Their father, Amram Edwards Saunders, was born at Russell Mill in Littleton Panell on
3rd November 1779. On 1st August 1808 he married Mary Box and they had eleven
children, nine of whom survived into adulthood. Three of those children, Samuel
(12.8.1814 – 2.3.1908), Ann (1818 – 20.6.1903) and Ellen (11.5.1822 – 24.10.1906) are
intimately connected with Hawthorns.

In 1847 Edward (a bachelor) and Samuel (with a family) had been sharing a house in
Bath. It was large enough for all of them. Amram was now becoming ill and it was
decided that he and his wife and Ann should go to stay at the house in Bath while Samuel
and his family should move into Russell Mill. Ellen went to live with her sister Sarah
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Box and her little children. Sarah had married Thomas Box as his second wife. He had
died in 1847. His first wife had become insane.

Amram died on 22nd January 1849 and his widow firstly went to live with Samuel at
Russell Mill before moving a few months later with two of her unmarried daughters, Ann
and Ellen, to live with her eldest son, Edward, in Orange Grove, Bath.

Edward died in November 1861 and willed money to build a Temperance Hall in Market
Lavington. The work was executed by Samuel. The building still stands and is now The
Scout Hall for the First Market Lavington Sea Scouts with the County Library and an
office user as tenants. Hugh Spencely is a Trustee of the Hall.

Ann left Bath in August 1861. Samuel had been widowed in 1847 (His first wife was
called Amelia.) and he was living at Russell Mill with his three young children, Edith and
Alice (twins) and Annette. After Edward’s death Ann, Ellen and their mother moved to a
house at 4 Nelson Place, Bath. They were there in July 1867. They were joined there by
Sarah Box.

In 1866 the Rt Hon Edward Pleydell-Bouverie had purchased land in the wood  adjoining
Russell Mill and had built a large Manor House. (now belonging to Dauntsey’s  School).
In 1868 Russell Mill was sold by the Saunders family to Pleydell- Bouverie. In 1872 the
family gave up their residence in Nelson Place and mother moved in with Samuel in his
newly built house on land he owned at Fiddington Common ( originally called
Fiddington Lodge and later The Hollies). The house had to be extended to allow space for
mother and Ellen and they moved in on 12th December 1872. Ellen devoted herself to her
mother but Ann ‘came and went’ and had rooms in a cottage nearby. Mother died on 5th

December 1874.

AMRAM SAUNDERS (13.11.1779-22.01.1849). 70 years
And his wife MARY (nee Box) (13.08.1788- 05.12.1874) 86 years
Amram was the second child of seven and was considered to be the only ‘boy’ in the
family. They lived at Saunders Mill, Littleton Panell. (This mill was later renamed
Russell Mill, in honour of Lord John Russell) He went to a ‘free school’ in West
Lavington (? The forerunner of Dauntsey’s?).

Amram’s father, James Saunders, died aged 45 years in 1790. Amram was then 12 years
old. He was left in charge of 13 acres of land, a house and the mill, not to mention his
mother, sisters and ‘soft’ young brother James.
On 1st August 1800 the mill and house were destroyed by fire. A new mill was erected
but the house was not rebuilt for 8 years.
Amram started life as a member of the Church of England but soon became a Dissenter
and Chapel man. He went to Chapel in Market Lavington having parked his cart at The
(Green) Dragon. He personally maintained the chapel in Market Lavington. It cost
between £40 and £50 a year. The expenses came ‘very heavily’. He figured in the
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‘Regimentals’ in Lavington in 1806 as a commissioned officer in the Volunteer Corps
and he had an interest in astronomy. It is reported that he blew his trumpet at the New
Moon. He was authoritarian with his family. ‘No noise- if you please’ and is reported to
have had a temper. He was politically aware and in 1825 he collected a large sum of
money and was instrumental in getting the Turnpike gates in the area taken down. They
were ceremonially burnt on Lavington Hill on 8th February 1825 following a dinner at
The Dragon.  Amram was given an inscribed plate to mark the event on 5th October 1825.
He was a miller with considerable business interests, making fortnightly visits to Bristol
and Bath. He caused much strife during the Corn Law troubles, much to the
embarrassment of his wife and family. Ann reports that ‘he didn’t act in a most
conciliatory manner, he made a great deal of turmoil at parish meetings in the vestry’.
In 1847 he handed over the mill to his son Samuel (following the death of the latter’s first
wife Amelia) and moved to Bath to join his son Edward. He became senile and died on
Monday 22nd January 1849 at 11 am. He was buried in Market Lavington Churchyard on
the following Saturday 27th January.

Mary Box was a minor when she married Amram in 1808. She was the daughter of John
Box of Hilcott and later Fiddington Farm. She was very pretty with a very good
complexion. After the move to Bath she organised a ‘maternal Dorcas’- a society for
assisting poor women in obtaining clothes for their infants. When aged 30 (having had
seven children) she became very frail and was often at death’s door according to Ann.
However she continued to have three more children. She ‘ruled the house by clock and
bible’ and died at The Hollies in 1874 having moved there from Bath in 1872. In her later
years she was crippled. Alfred wrote ‘mother was now slightly deaf, but her eyesight was
still wonderfully good, and she still sewed beautifully and read a great deal. It was a
pleasure to see her sitting at work in her easy chair, with such a happy peaceful
expression on her face and surrounded by her middle aged sons and daughters who loved
her so much’.

For a more detailed biography please read  ‘A History of Mary Box and her husband
Amram Saunders of Russell Mill, Market Lavington, Wiltshire’ transcribed from the
family records by Jonathan Cass of Lower Hutt, New Zealand.

EDWARD SAUNDERS (22.5.1809-20.11.1861) 52 years

Edward was the eldest son of Amram and Mary. He did not enjoy good health but
managed two world tours, including trips to New Zealand and America, became a Bath
City Councillor and was a leading light in the Temperance Movement. In 1982 there was
still an Edward Saunders Temperance Fund within the Western Temperance League.
When young a calf jumped on him, breaking his thigh bone. In a separate incident a
‘whole charge of shot passed through his thigh’. On both occasions he was nursed by his
mother. He became his father’s lieutenant at a very early age on the farm, in the mill and
in the counting house. He loved the carpenters shop and his hobbies included the poultry
yard and flower garden. He was very close to his mother.
His father wanted to call him Kosciusko but his mothers’ sense prevailed. As a boy he
was an expert at tickling trout in the Mill Pond at the mill. In December 1834 aged 25, he
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left the mill and set up a new mill (Monks Mill) in Bath and took a house in Orange
Grove at the East End of the Abbey. These houses have now been demolished. His heart
trouble started in 1838. He was connected with the Argyle Chapel in Bath, was
superintendent of the large Sunday school at Jay’s Chapel and was involved in the
Visiting Society for the Sick. He took the pledge in 1840. He visited Alfred in New
Zealand in 1852. He was teased by his family about his celibacy but he called
bachelordom ‘a luxury’. In his will he left £1,000 for the Temperance Public Room in
Market Lavington (which was built by Samuel). It was one of the first of its kind in the
country. In April 1860 he went to America. Ann gives a very graphic account of his death
in her book ‘Russell Mill’. He was buried at  Lyncombe and Widcombe Cemetery, Bath.

Opening Day Dauntsey’s School 7th May 1895
Samuel Saunders on the left, Rt. Hon Joseph Chamberlain, centre, and Mrs Chamberlain
on his left.
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MARY SAUNDERS (1810-1816) was highly intelligent as a young child. Her mother is
reported never to have overcome her grief at her early death.

SARAH SAUNDERS (1811-     )
Married Thomas Box, the brother of her mother Mary. They had three children, two of
whom, Henry and Mary, survived to adulthood.

MARY (ANN) (born 1812? or 1814)
Married Capt George Bayly a volunteer soldier and close family friend. They had one
child, Jessie.

Alice Webber      Samuel Saunders      Annette Buchanan
       Ellen Saunders

This picture was taken outside the front door on the South side of The Hollies sometime
in the 1890’s on the same day as the picture of Samuel and his fruit gardens workforce.
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Samuel and his fruit garden workforce.

     Back row:          Ellen    Alice                         Annette                             Samuel Moore
     Standing:                                          Samuel

SAMUEL SAUNDERS (12.08.1814-2.03.1908) 94 years

On Edward’s move from Russell Mill to Bath in 1834. Samuel took over the running of
the Mill at Littleton Panell. He was widowed for the first time in 1847 when his wife
Amelia Coulding Grimes (born 22.04.1821)  died on  2.9.1847 aged 26. She left him with
three children. Alice Gertrude and Edith were twins, and Annette Amelia Grimes.
He built The Hollies and The Hawthorns and carried out his brother Edward’s wish to
build a Temperance Hall in Market Lavington. He was a leading light in the Temperance
Movement and took the pledge ten years before his brother Edward. He had a fruit farm
and jam factory at The Hollies and in partnership with Cedric Gauntlett he employed
Samuel Moore, who eventually set up the jam factory in Easterton. Samuel Saunders was
heavily involved in local politics, following his father and inspired by his brother
William. The saga of their dealings in the 1880’s with the Dauntsey Charity is worthy of
a separate study. Also his dealings in land on Fiddington Common are worthy of an
investigation if one is to believe contemporary newspaper reports! (see letter 2.7.1892
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Wilts Telegraph Appendix 3.) He is remembered by Stella Holloway of West Lavington,
who spent her holidays at Crossways House in Kings Road (at that time called The Villa),
from about 1894 to 1905.  She wrote, to the author on 8th November 1980, describing him
as a ‘thin skinny old man with a beard. Though he was well over eighty then he used to
run round the lanes in the early morning very scantily dressed-the original jogger in fact!
You can imagine how this sight amused us children.’ Ann Saunders reported that Samuel
was always encouraging his family to keep fit and to take regular exercise.

OBITUARY
Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette   12th March 1908

The late Mr Samuel Saunders. At the funeral of this gentleman on Thursday, briefly
referred to elsewhere, the principal mourners were Mrs Buchanan (daughter), Miss
Wilkinson (step daughter) Mr Cuthbert Wilkinson (step son) and Mr Cedric Gauntlett.
The service was conducted by Rev A G King  and Rev Buckman. The remains were
enclosed in a coffin of polished Elm with brass handles.

On Sunday evening at the Congregational Church. Pastor (Rev F Lowe) preached a
Memorial Sermon, taking as his text Joshua XXIV Ch 29 (sic).
He referred to the life and work of Mr Saunders as a politician, a philanthropist and a
Christian. As a politician he was ardent in advocating the principles he believed in and
although they might differ from his advanced views no one could deny his deep
earnestness and sanctity. As a philanthropist he was ever foremost in supporting and
promoting any movement for the moral and social betterment of humanity, invariably
supporting the cause of the poor and oppressed. As a Christian he maintained an
unshaken belief in the inspiration of the sacred scriptures and the divine virtues of the
Christian faith and as long as his strength permitted he conducted family prayers in his
household and read a portion of scripture every morning. He was many years ago the
superintendent of the Sunday schools, an office which his father, Mr Amram Saunders,
filled a great many years in the past. The Saunders family has always been staunch
supporters of their cause, the daughters being teachers in Sunday schools. There was a
large congregation and the hymns sung were special favourites of Mr Saunders,
particularly ‘There was a land of pure delight’.

OBITUARY Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette   Thursday 5th march 1908

CLOSE OF A LONG AND EVENTFUL LIFE

It is with great regret we have to chronicle the death of Mr Samuel Saunders of
Fiddington Sands, Market Lavington, who had he lived until August next would have
reached the age of 94 years. By his death the Market Lavington district, and even the
County, loses a well known personality and all who knew him will hear of his demise
with regret and extend genuine sympathy to his widow and the bereaved family. Though
so full of years his life and interesting career closed somewhat suddenly. Until the
commencement of winter he was frequently out in the district, but since then his
feebleness enforced retrenchment in this respect. For the last few months he was confined
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to his residence, but considering his patriarchal age his health was good, and he was able
to get up daily without assistance. He continued this until Sunday, when Mrs Saunders’
assistance was invoked. This was the beginning of the end. It developed rapidly and he
passed away on the following day from senile decay, in spite of all that a devoted wife
could do for him. His end was calm and painless and until just before he breathed his last
his mind was as clear as though he were in the prime of life. Considering his age he was
remarkably active and though his business at the fruit farm was in the hands of a manager
latterly, he took a keen personal interest in it. Until comparatively recently he worked at
his books and shared in the correspondence connected with the business, the article which
he wrote in anticipation of the fruit crop of last season (as he did annually) being the
work in his own hand, compiled from his personal observation. He retained practically all
his faculties; his ease of hearing became impaired somewhat, but only in one ear. His
sight became dim, but with the aid of spectacles he was enabled to get a great deal of
mental recreation out of reading. He was well known in other respects than that of a
reputed fruit grower, perhaps best as an ardent temperance reformer and vegetarian, from
the practice of which he considered he derived great benefit. He was not taught his
temperance principles when a lad at home, where home-brewed beer and home made
wine were indulged. He was converted to the ranks of teetotalism in early life in Bristol
after a temperance address and loyally stuck to his pledge from that day. He was an
ardent Liberal and whenever he could serve his political allies or the course of
temperance his services were always at the disposal of both. He followed the political and
general events of the day with great interest, and when he tired of reading himself,
enjoyed being read to by those around him. In spite of the many concerns that engaged
his active mind he never forgot his neighbours in whose joys and sorrows he shared.
Even amongst those who did not agree with his pronounced views politically or
otherwise he had many friends and the friendship was warmly reciprocated on his part,
for he was ever studying what could be done for those around him.
He regarded it as a privilege that his life was spared to see the new road in Fiddington
Sands in the course of construction, he having been a warm supporter of the scheme
during the many years it was in incubation.(This is Kings Road named after Rev King
who officiated at Samuels’ funeral HDS) In his home life he was of a general disposition,
his long practised abstemiousness was grafted into his character that his study was
forever for others rather than himself, and few indeed were the demands he made on any
of his household, so just were his patience and forebearance. He possessed deep religious
tendencies and the words on his father’s tomb may well be applied to him ‘he was a man
of great social, political and moral influence’.
By Mr Saunders’ death the last of his generation has passed away. He was the last of a
family of ten- the fourth son of Amram Edward Saunders who succeeded his father as a
miller and farmer at Market Lavington. The mill and dwelling house were destroyed by
fire in the first year of the last century. Longevity was characteristic of the deceased’s
brothers and sisters, two attaining ages between 70 and 80 and five between 80 and 90
years. Mr Saunders eclipsing them all in this respect. He received his start in life in 1828
at 14 years of age when his father placed him in a milling business in Bristol which he
had acquired on the failure of a friend, in whom he vested the management and named it
‘Russell Mill’. Here ‘young Saunders’ soon learnt what hard work was and the duration
of his business hours would probably frighten many of the present generation at such a
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tender age. It was in the first two years after he went to Bristol that he signed the pledge,
which he so rigidly kept for the remainder of his long life. It was the result of a
Temperance meeting he attended in the western city, and when members of the audience
were invited to sign the Pledge of ‘total abstinence from spirits, but allowing the
moderate use of beer and wine’ that he went forward; he was in such a hurry that
clambered up the back to the desk, for which he was mildly rebuked. His principles did
not at first commend themselves to his family. When on his first holiday at his old home
his father and mother had their glasses of diluted spirits at supper, and he, with those of
his brothers and sisters present was offered a glass of home-made wine as a special treat,
but he refused it having resolved to be a ‘total’ abstainer. He advocated those principles
over the supper table, which upset his mother, and all joined in an accusation against him,
until as he was wont to tell his friends he went to bed ‘rather as a criminal than a
reformer’. He tenaciously stuck to his principles, however, with the result that his mother
and eight brothers and sisters took the pledge and remained a staunch band of ten earnest
reformers so long as their lives lasted. In the Bristol riots of 1832 Mr Saunders was sworn
in as a Special Constable, and two years later he took an active part in celebrating the
passing of the Anti-Slavery Bill. The passing of the Municipal Reform Bill in 1836
settled his political convictions and thenceforward (he was 22 years old) he took an active
interest in every Liberal Act at every Election, Parliamentary and Municipal, where he
was on the Register. In 1828 he removed to Bath where he did a great deal of
Temperance work, through which he was brought in touch with Mr (later Sir) Isaac
Pitman, (the inventor of shorthand writing  HDS) who convinced him of the value of
abstinence from fish, flesh and fowl , which he rarely, if ever, included in his menu after
1840. In 1844 he married his first wife but the union was not a long one. Three years later
he exchanged residencies with his father; his father went to Bath and the deceased took
the business and house at Lavington. Two years afterwards his father died, as did his wife
at about the same time, leaving him with three girls under three years of age, the two
elder of whom were twins. On his brother Edward leaving for New Zealand on a
prolonged visit to their brother Alfred, the deceased was left with the management of the
mills at Lavington and Bath, but the former property was let in 1852 and subsequently
sold. The deceased had returned to Bath and his brother Edward dying in the early 60’s,
the Bath business was sold. This ended the deceased’s connection with the milling
industry and shortly afterwards he became General Superintendent of the South Wales
Lunatic Asylum, of which his cousin was the proprietor.

In 1864-5 the deceased built the Temperance Hall in Market Lavington for which
purpose money had been left by his brother Edward, stipulations in the Trust Deed being
that no alcoholic liquor or tobacco should be allowed on the premises and that the
building should be available for the public of every creed provided nothing ‘immoral or
obscene’ was permitted. In 1867-8 the deceased commenced planting his fruit farm at
Fiddington Sands, and built the house where he spent the winter of his life.

He soon established a flourishing business in fruit growing and preserving which
expanded as the years went on until it reached its present proportions. In the meantime he
lent his brother William assistance in establishing The Western Morning News at
Plymouth, The Eastern Morning News at Hull, The London Central Press and later on,
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when the Government took over the telegraph service, The Central Press Agency. The
deceased was married again in 1858, to Frances Maria Cotterell, a Bath lady, whose
companionship he enjoyed until 1888 when she died. He married his last wife, who
survives him, in 1896, in respect of whom he wrote, when in his 92nd year, ‘I am now
living happily with a wife, in almost every aspect likeminded with myself and who is
carrying on various interesting works which the infirmities of old age admonish me to
resign’.

The deceased became a vegetarian when of 28 years of age, since when he never took
meat. In a paper read before the Vegetarian Congress two or three years ago, Mr
Saunders said, in practice, he never spent a shilling on intoxicating liquors, or touched
tobacco or a pipe to smoke. He never made a bet, played a game for money or uttered an
oath. He became a member of the Peace Society when 18 years of age and never fired a
gun afterwards except to kill vermin. He never had a headache or rarely any other aches.
He enjoyed every meal, slept soundly at night and was never in bed for a whole day of
necessity. His business was his pleasure and his social, political and religious duties his
recreation. He was a strong advocate of the health giving properties of cold water. Up till
a comparatively short time ago he used to have a good gymnastic exercise before
breakfast, lying on his back. On rising he rinsed himself from head to foot in cold water.
He tabooed warm water as weakening while he claimed that cold water was bracing. A
couple of years before he died Mr Saunders took only two meals a day – the first about
Noon and the second about five o’clock in the afternoon- and would say he found it very
necessary to take nothing between meals.

The funeral takes place in the Parish Church, Market Lavington this (Thursday) afternoon
at three o’clock. The family vault is in the Churchyard but that is full and the body will
be interred in the grave where the remains of the late Miss Ellen Saunders repose.

Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette  12th March
‘Two funerals in one day’.

….There was a large number of people present at Mr Saunders’ funeral, the Good
Templars mustered strongly together and most of the leading residents. At the last
election Dr Hitchcock voted in before his death, Mr Saunders who was also in the
fighting line at election times, met the Doctor at the opening of the Poll and Mr George
Ashley, another old inhabitant and whip of the old school. The three shook hands and the
old Doctor remarked  ‘We three shall not meet again at another General Election. The
Doctor and Mr Ashley passed away soon afterwards.
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PRESS CUTTING January 1889. (Devizes Museum Vol 1 p298)

Candidates in Wiltshire’s new County Council.
‘LAVINGTON  Mr S Saunders (L)
Mr Samuel Saunders is a member of one of the oldest families in this Division. His father
was ensign in the Market Lavington Corps of Volunteers at the beginning of the century;
was 40 years superintendent of the Sunday school, and in 1825 the active agent in
removing the turnpike gates from the district. Mr Saunders is the elder brother of Mr
William Saunders, late M.P. for Hull. He has for upwards of 60 years taken a lively
interest in every improvement in the neighbourhood and helped forward every national
reform; from the repeal of the last Corporation Act in 1828, up to the present time. He
has been engaged in extensive business operations and his general knowledge of affairs
will be a valuable addition to the Council. He has been a teetotaller for 58 years, a
vegetarian 40 years and though the oldest member of the Council, being in his 75 th year,
he is as active and capable as many men half his age.
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Elizabeth Saunders married Henry Peryman and settled in New Zealand
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ELIZABETH SAUNDERS (..1825- 1906.) 81 years
Married Henry William Peryman (1828-1910)  82 years New Zealand. See Elizabeth of
Lavington book.

ANN SAUNDERS (1818-20.06.1903) 85 years
Described by Alfred as ‘the handsomest of my sisters’.
Ann and her sister Ellen were the first occupants of The Hawthorns. In 1881 she wrote
her book ‘Russell Mill’ for the benefit of her nephews and nieces   as she very much
wished ‘before I die, to write for you some papers, giving you a description of your
ancestors’. Her book traces the fortunes of the family from 1779 to 1875. In 1779 her
father Amram was born at Russell Mill, Littleton Panell and the family had been living
there for many years before he was born. She describes the life of her father and mother,
brothers and sisters most of whom made a name for themselves during their lives.  She
went to live in the ‘ugly’ city of Bristol to school for a year and then to London aged 12
for more schooling from her aunt Elizabeth Hubbard in Tavistock Place, London. Aunt
Elizabeth was a sister of her father and married Mr Hubbard at the time ‘in very good
circumstances’. Unfortunately he fell on hard times and was bankrupted in 1832.
Elizabeth and her two children Hannah, a cripple, and Jemima had to keep a school.
When Ann was aged 19 she became seriously ill and returned home to Russell Mill in
1837. She moved to Bath to be with Edward at Orange Grove. After his death in 1861 she
moved together with her mother and sister Ellen to another part of Bath, Nelson Place.
And in 1872 they moved back to Lavington. Ellen and mother moved into The Hollies
and Ann took rooms locally. As a result of her illness she suffered from deafness. She
died 20th June 1903 and is buried in Drove Lane Cemetery, Market Lavington. She lived
with Ellen at The Hawthorns from 1882 to 1903.
In her later years she did not enjoy good health. Deafness seems to have run in the
family, with several of her brothers and sisters suffering in later years. [Elizabeth,
William, Ann, Ellen, and Annette.] In a handwritten paper (undated on yellow lined
paper 3 pages) on the Workmens Temperance Hall, written by Mrs M Elisha., there is
reference to Samuel and Anne. She describes Samuel as being unmarried, which is not
true, he had three wives. She also writes ‘he had an invalid sister (today she would be
called a spastic). She financed the building quite a lot. She used to scuff her way to the
meetings, having a seat halfway across the Sands to rest on both coming and returning.’
This must have been Ann. She also refers to Annette Buchanan.

In a letter from 4 Nelson Place, Bath, dated 17th April 1865, Mary Saunders writes…
‘Ann has visited Ireland again with great pleasure. She continues tolerably well, but hates
the close, relaxing air of Bath.’

Willie Peryman, in England for an unsuccessful operation on his malignant growth, wrote
letters home and in one of them (Elizabeth of Lavington, p135, 29th June 1882 op cit)
‘Aunt Ann, with the caution inherent in old maids, wanted to know if my illness was
infectious… My opinion of Aunt Ann has not altered a bit. She came to see me next
morning and I thought I never saw such a cure as she looked. She was dressed in some
fantastic style and she is very deaf and makes every one very miserable around her by



47

wanting her own way about everything. I don’t think her half as good looking as Aunt
Ellen.’

OBITUARY  Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette  2nd July 1903
We regret to record the death of Miss Ann Saunders of The Hawthorns at the age of 84,
she having expired on Saturday 20th ult. She had been bedridden for some years past. The
deceased lady was greatly esteemed by her family and neighbours as a simple and
benevolent minded Christian. Some 20 years ago she held in her house on Fiddington
Sands, what would now be called ‘Pleasant Sunday Afternoons’. Many inhabitants of
Lavington will remember these meetings, which were kept up for a number of years.
Miss Ann Saunders was a member of an interesting family, many of whom have made
their mark in literature and politics: she herself published a book of local interest entitled
‘Russell Mill’. Her father, Amram Edwards Saunders of Russell Mill, Market Lavington
was a well known man in his time. For 40 years he held the post of Superintendent of the
local Congregational Church and he was instrumental in abolishing nine of the turnpikes
in the district. The youngest son, William Saunders, was liberal M.P. for Hull and
Walworth, also a member of the London County Council. Another son, Alfred, was 40
years a member of the New Zealand House of Representatives. Another member of the
family Mrs Bailey, produced a work on Lancashire Slum Dwellings. Mr Samuel
Saunders of the Fruit Gardens is the oldest living member of the family and is now in his
89th year. The funeral took place on Tuesday afternoon at the Cemetery, Cemetery Lane,
the Rev P Low officiating. The mourners were Mr Samuel Saunders, Mr Alfred
Saunders, Miss Ellen Saunders and Mrs Buchanan.

On her gravestone is the epitaph ‘She hath done what she could’.
This suggests that she was handicapped. There are no known pictures of Ann although
there are pictures of all the other members of the family.

ELLEN SAUNDERS (11.5.1822-24.10.1906) 84 years

Ann describes her as ‘my youngest sister-a pleasant little darling’. She and Ann spent a
lot of time together and also stayed with her elder sister Sarah after the death of her
husband Thomas Box in 1847. Alfred wrote that Ellen    ‘was a great reader, and a very
earnest thinker. She had such a retentive memory, that she could quote pages and even
chapters from all her favourite authors, and delighted to teach.
Willie Peryman writes ‘ I found that Aunt Ellen was very like my dear mother (her sister
Elizabeth)  I like Aunt Ellen very much and she looks just what they say she is- very kind
and thoughtful of others’ comfort…She lives with Aunt Ann in a farmhouse a little way
from Uncles’s (Samuel) but sleeps here where she has a bedroom, full of cats and kittens,
upon which she bestows an unlimited amount of attention and affection. I was very much
amused by her ‘shtyle’ of speaking after what you had said about it.’ Ellen had a lisp.
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WILLIAM SAUNDERS (20.11.1823-1.5.1895) 72 years

Born at Russell Mill, went to school in Devizes. In 1844 he opened quarries near Box
Tunnel on the Great Western Railway line. On 27th April 1852 he married Caroline
daughter of Dr Spender of Bath. In 1860 he founded, with Dr Spender’s help, the
Plymouth Western Morning News. In 1863 he founded The Central Press, the first news
distributing agency. The name was changed to Central News Agency in 1870. He had his
greatest journalistic success when he founded in 1864 the Eastern Morning News in Hull.
Became MP for Hull in 1865 but lost his seat in 1866. He took an active part in London
politics, particularly in connection with the attempts which the radical clubs made to keep
Trafalgar Square open for public meetings in 1887. He was arrested in the Square for
attempting to address a prohibited meeting. The charge was dismissed but costs were
refused.
 He was elected in 1889 by Walworth to sit on the first London County Council, and in
1892 as their MP.  He was considered too socialistic for the Liberal Party. He helped his
brother and sisters in their work,  agitating for the provision of a school in Lavington..
His friendship with the Prime Minister Joseph Chamberlain helped. He died at Market
Lavington on 1st May 1895. He was an author.

PRESS CUTTING (no date probably Devizes Gazette. Devizes Museum Vol 16 p299)
‘MARKET LAVINGTON’

‘The Man for Walworth’.  The Radical Review this week has an article on Mr William
Saunders L.C.C. The Liberal Candidate for Walworth. The writer says’ Mr Saunders was
born on 20th November 1823. His father was a miller and farmer and the son followed the
first named vocation in Bath along with some of his brothers. Here, while only a youth of
21 he began also to develop some Bath stone which had been discovered on his property
in making the well known Box tunnel and this enterprise grew into a very successful
business. It was scarcely a congenial occupation, however, and Mr Saunders soon
afterwards fortuitously became associated with journalism. To him, and his brother-in-
law, unaided, was due the establishment of the Western Morning News and the
foundation of the Press Agency, which afterwards became the Central News. In 1877 Mr
Saunders visited the United States of America, afterwards publishing a volume entitled
‘Through the light Continent’ of which Mr Gladstone wrote that it was the most
interesting book on America that he had seen. Walworth will add another page to this
interesting career.

OBITUARY (Devizes Museum Vol 5 p 228)

 Mr William Saunders M.P. for Walworth died at five o’clock yesterday morning
(1st May 1895) . Mr Saunders had suffered from weakness of the heart for some years and
the symptoms had latterly been aggravated by dropsy. On returning from the south of
France a few weeks ago, he went to stay with his brother at Market Lavington and the
change at first seemed to be beneficial……he issued an (election) address to the electors
of Lambeth by an Atlantic cable message from New York….free education…His
(political) views, however, were somewhat extreme and did not find favour with the
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majority of his constituents, so that the local managers of the Liberal party had selected
another candidate for the next election. In 1852 he married Caroline Spender from Bath.
He was interested in American enterprises, he was Vice President of the U.K.Alliance,
Fellow of the Statistical Society. He resided at Mount View, Leigham Court Road,
Streatham. He wrote on various subjects including Trade Unionism, ‘The New
Parliament of 1830’, on the Land Laws and on ‘Mr Hare’s system of Representation.’
And a volume on travels ‘Through the light Continent’.

Another long obituary is in Vol 5 p238….
‘It is sad that he is not able to take part in the consummation of that last part of his work-
the opening of the Dauntsey School next Tuesday. He was courteous, genial, and always
cheerful and friendly, even during the suffering he endured. Always a friendly word and a
helping hand. Always good and well given advice when asked and needed. His keen
sense of disproportion between the lot of the rich and of the poor was the keynote of his
public career. He was full of sympathy and wanted to make his sympathy practically felt.
In one way or another he was acquainted with nearly all the leading men of the time. He
was a friend of Mr Henry George and at the time of the Trafalgar Square incident he was
arrested for refusing to leave the square on the bidding of the police. By his death the
House of Commons loses a picturesque and respected figure…..

OBITUARY  Devizes Gazette  2nd May 1895  (Devizes Museum Vol 5 p 276)

…he was a delicate child, educated at home until the age of 12, when for 2 or 3 years he
became a weekly boarder at the late Richard Biggs School in Long Street, Devizes. He
ran the stone business of Randall and Saunders, Mr Randall took over when he took up
abode in Plymouth, opened a china clay works on Dartmoor and set up Western Morning
News with Edward Spender (his brother-in-law). He wrote the History of the Parliament
of 1885 and the History of the first London County Council..’ an extraordinary and
minute record of their three years work against Gladstone’s Irish Home Rule Bill
because it would disenfranchise ¾ of the electors. In failing health he sojourned at
Antibes. When his health failed, with difficulty he was brought home to his brother
Samuel’s house a week ago. There he quietly and peacefully yielded up his life yesterday
morning and is at peace.

FUNERAL  Devizes Gazette  9 May 1895  (Devizes Museum  Vol5 p276)

Mr William Saunders was laid to rest in the picturesque burying ground attached to St
Mary’s Church, Market Lavington. The minute bell rang at 2.30 and the funeral started at
3 pm. Rev Cockayne Frith vicar read the 91st psalm and the hymn ‘Now the labourer’s
task is o’er’. Miss Welch was the organist. As the coffin left the church ‘The dead march
in Saul’ was played. The grave is in the south west corner of the new burial ground near
the Bouverie family vault in the old burial ground. In the first coach the mourners were:
Mrs Wm Saunders, widow, Mr Samuel Saunders, Mrs Webber. In the second coach: Mrs
Buchanan, Miss E Bayly (Streatham, niece).
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THE WILL OF WILLIAM SAUNDERS (Devizes Museum Vol 5 p221)

…formerly residing at the Hotel du Cap, Antibes, M.P. for Hull 1885-86
net £9,555.7s.8d. executor Caroline Elizabeth Saunders nee Spender. To her £250 and
life annuity £150. Annuity of £50 to his sister Elizabeth Peryman by such instalments as
the executor may deem expedient. To Samuel an annuity which he held for his life and
Ellen an annuity which he held for her life.

OPENING OF THE CONGREGATIONAL CHAPEL IN MARKET LAVINGTON 1892
(Devizes Museum Vol 1 p17)

Mr Wm Saunders M.P. sent a telegram regretting that he could not attend. The tea was
held in the Workman’s Hall, the only difficulty being lack of space to accommodate
everyone.
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ALFRED SAUNDERS (12.6.1820-28.10.1905) 85 years

He was born in Lavington and educated at Dr Day’s Academy in Bristol.
He worked in his father’s milling business. He adored his mother but Edward was always
her favourite. His relationship with his father was, at best, distant, and at times
acrimonious. According to his granddaughter Zoe Garbutt he wanted to marry his cousin
Sarah Box but Amram refused to allow this. It was for this reason that he emigrated,
leaving The Downs on 26th September 1841 on the barque Fifeshire (557 tons) (cabin
passenger) bound for New Zealand, landing at Nelson on 1st February 1842. He was the
first ashore. Fellow passengers on the trip included James Draper, a young carpenter from
Lavington who died from sunstroke on the voyage and possibly the son of Amram’s
carter John , and  John Sylvanus Cotterell (1819-1843), a surveyor, the son of a Quaker
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from Bath. (Samuel Saunders married in 1858, as his second wife, Frances Maria
Cotterell, from Bath. She was a member of a Quaker family.)  He went to Australia 1845-
1849 and was elected to the Nelson Provincial Council in 1855. He was jailed for
contempt of court but was pardoned when he was re-elected. Elected to Parliament 1861
and became superintendent of Nelson in 1865. He came back to England 1867-1872 and
brought his whole family with him. Moved from Nelson to Canterbury and established
Ashburton Mill and re-elected to Parliament in 1875. He chaired the Royal Commission
into the Civil Service in 1880, and the unpopular report he produced cost him his seat in
1881. Re-elected 1889-1896. After the death of his wife Rhoda in 1896 he returned to
England and married his childhood sweetheart and cousin Sarah Box in 1899.
They lived at Firgrove  House, Southampton. Alfred had rented Aldermoor Farm, near
Southampton off the Box family during his earlier stay in England.
After her death in June 1904 he returned to New Zealand and died on 28th October 1905.
For a full history of his life see ‘Tales of a Pioneer’: Episodes in the life of Alfred
Saunders, selected and arranged by his two youngest daughters. L.M.Isitt Ltd., Printers
and Publishers, 112 Cashel Street, Christchurch, New Zealand 1927. Also Alfred’s
autobiography transcribed by Jonathan Cass and the history of Amram Saunders and
Mary Box written by Alfred and transcribed by Jonathan.

THE DAUGHTERS OF SAMUEL AND AMELIA SAUNDERS.

Amelia Coulding Grimes was born 22 April 1821, married Samuel in 1844 and died in
September 1849 aged 28 years. They had three daughters. Edith and Alice Gertrude were
twins, (born circa 1846) Annette Amelia Grimes (born 15.08.48) was the third.

Twins ran in the Saunders/Box family. William and Mary Box in the 1871 census are
recorded as having four children including Mary and Alfred (then aged 19) who were
twins.

Ann writes in ‘Russell Mill’ that her father Amram died in January 1849 and in the same
year Samuel lost his wife ‘leaving him with three little girls all under the age of 3.’

There are no records on Edith, but the other two both married and were widowed.
All three girls wrote to their aunt Elizabeth in New Zealand in 1852 and their letters are
reproduced in the book ‘Elizabeth of Lavington’.(Appendix 7).

Alfred visited England in 1867  and reported to Elizabeth (op cit p63) that Samuel –they
nicknamed him Sambo- was living  at Russell Mill house with his wife, and their two
daughters, Annette and Alice and his mother Mary. So where was Edith, who would have
been aged about 21 at that time?

Alice married the Rev John Webber who was also involved in the Temperance
Movement. They lived in Hampstead and he visited the local hospitals including the
Temperance hospital in Hampstead Road.  Elizabeth of Lavington’s son Willie was in the
hospital having treatment for a malignant growth on his head, from which he eventually
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died in 1883. While there he wrote several letters home which are reproduced in
Elizabeth of Lavington (op cit). He describes visits from Alice and writes about Ann.
After the death of Rev John Webber Alice returns to Lavington and lived with Samuel
and Annette. They move into Hawthorns and stay there until 1916 when they moved  to
Windsor.  Alice died there on 6th April 1932.
Annette is recorded in the 1881 census as living in Samuel’s household Fiddington Lodge
(now The Hollies) unmarried age 30. If so she was born in Market Lavington in 1851
when the family was living at Russell Mill. This does not tie in with the known date of
her birth and she could not have been born in 1851 because her mother died in 1849.
Maybe a little white lie was told on the census form.
Annette died  in Windsor in 1943. Her obituary is written on page 161 of Elizabeth of
Lavington (op cit). following a letter from her. ‘The death of Mrs Annette Amelia Grimes
Buchanan of 40 Alma Road, Windsor has removed a familiar little old-fashioned lady
who had been well known in the town since 1916. She celebrated her 95 th birthday on
Sunday 15th August…She has worn widows weeds ever since the untimely death of her
husband, she went about in her little black bonnet, black dress and coat, she commanded
the interest and attention of all passers by. She belonged essentially to the Victorian era in
outlook and spent her days in good works.’

Annette married in 1884? John Edgar Buchanan the widower of Alfred’s daughter
Elizabeth. At the time of his marriage to Elizabeth, while Alfred and the family were in
England, Mr Buchanan was a partner in a firm of cement makers. At that time Alfred was
living at Aldermoor. John died suddenly soon after his marriage to Annette.

Stella Holloway (op cit) writes that Annette was a friend of her family and often visited
them at The Villa. ‘She was a sedate little lady, always dressed in black with a little black
bonnet. They were members of some unusual denomination, Theosophists I think. She
used to hand out tracts. (Theosophists: Any of the various ancient and modern
philosophers professing to attain to a knowledge of God by spiritual ecstasy, direct
intuition or special individual relations. Concise Oxford Dictionary).
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This sampler was made by Annette. It is in the possession of Jonathan Cass’s mother in
New Zealand.

Mrs Elisha (op cit) writes’ In the next house in the Sands to Mr Saunders
lived a fussy little thin old lady called Mrs Buchanan. She was another member of the
Society and gave much financial help and help at meetings, speaking and doing the
entertaining side. She wore a little old fashioned bonnet tied under the chin.’
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This sampler is in the possession of Jonathan Cass’s mother in New Zealand. It was made
by Edith.

`
POSTSCRIPT

This is just a brief history of this house and those who have lived in it. The story is not
complete. The house is only 123 years old and I hope it will exist for many more years
and give much pleasure to the families who will live here in the future. It has certainly
been a safe and happy haven for my family and it is with some reluctance that we now
move to a smaller house. I hope that someone will continue this history. Copies of this
book are being lodged at the Museums in Market Lavington and Devizes, and with the
County Records office.

Hugh Spencely
Hawthorns
February 2005
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APPENDIX ONE
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it’s early years 1878-1899   Jim Hodges 1995
9.       ‘Elizabeth of Lavington’ by Lorna Trask NZ
10.       ‘Village under the Plain’ The story of Market Lavington
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APPENDIX TWO

Anonymous letter to the Editor, Wiltshire Telegraph dated 2nd July 1892

SIR, ---  Mr Saunders of Lavington writes to The Devizes and Wilts Advertiser  a long
letter which very few can understand but I should like to ask him a few questions as
regards the cry of the land for the people and the restoration of the common lands.
Some years ago the land on Fiddington Common was common land, that is, land for the
use of the people and was unenclosed, but by some means or other that common or a
great portion of it was taken over by Mr Saunders and his family (perhaps he will tell us
how they became possessed of it) and let out by them to various people who in
consideration of the state of the land were to have it for the first two years
 rent free. When the people had brought the land into something like working order ,
after very hard work and no return, they had to pay from £3 to £4 per acre for it, and
then just as the land was in good heart and was likely to pay they had notice that it
would be sold out in small plots. Some time after Mr Saunders stood by the side of an
auctioneer from Devizes on the platform of the Workmens Hall, Market Lavington, and
the land was put up to public auction. The company who attended was composed of
small tradesmen and market gardeners who by dint of steady work and thrift had saved
a few hundreds. When the bidding did not reach the reserve price Mr Saunders would
tell them that the land was let at £3 to £4 per acre and was worth more. In one case a
man offered £90 an acre and no one else bid for it. Mr Saunders said that he would give
another five himself: so the sale went on and the buyers had the land and Mr Saunders
the money. The house and fruit gardens now occupied and owned by him is also part
and parcel of the common land, and he is trustee for another portion which he lets at £3
per acre. Now, sir, if Mr Saunders is a really  honest man and wishes to do unto others
as he would be done by, he will refund the money he received for that common land ,
so that he can practice what he preaches, and restore to the people what was wrongfully
taken from them and brought into cultivation without labour or toil by Mr Saunders:
and then no doubt we shall have  Mr G P Fuller, Sir C Hobhouse and other gentlemen
following in the footsteps of Mr Saunders. Mr Saunders family also sold  a quantity of
land to the late Mr Bouverie. Now, according to their views the land belongs to  the
people and the money to Mr Saunders, but let there be no mistake, if at any time the
land should go to the people those who have the money and no land will have to pay up
their shares as well. If Mr Saunders is really in earnest as to the land let him take my
advice, and his name will go down to posterity as the most honest Radical that ever
lived.

FIDDINGTON COMMON
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APPENDIX THREE   -  MAPS

The 1886 O.S map showing the original Fiddington Farm before the construction of the
railway line from Patney to Westbury. This link gave a more direct route for the West of
England trains, which used to go via Devizes to Westbury.
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The 1900 O.S map showing the partially constructed railway line. Fiddington Farm
buildings are still shown but by 1924 they had been demolished.
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O.S Map showing the fields mentioned in various conveyancing documents.
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Land Registry map 1995 showing the current boundaries of Hawthorns and Hollies.



63

APPENDIX FOUR

Photographs of the Walker family

Clive Walker as a teenager at Hawthorns in the 1930’s and as a young officer at the end
of the Second World War.
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Major John and Mrs Hilda Walker outside the front door of Hawthorns before the porch
was added. Note that the brickwork has been painted so this picture was taken after the
bay window to the Drawing Room had been added.

Hawthorns before the porch and bay had been added. The pile of stone was probably used
to build the dry stone retaining walls in the garden.
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Two views showing the new bay window and the dry stone walls and the painted
rendering.
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Two views facing south. On the left the drive round the back of the house. The trees are
still there. On the right the view up the drive to the entrance. The pile of bricks were
probably destined for the bay window.
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Appendix 5

The Hollies,
Market Lavington,

Wilts.

“Vegetarian Plum Pudding”

1 lb raisins
1 lb currants
½ lb sultanas
2 ozs candied peel
½ lb brown flour
1 lb brown bread crumbs
½ lb ?Albene or butter
4 ozs chopped apple
¼ lb almonds
¼ lb grated carrot
½ teaspoonful  nutmeg
1  “     “     spice and salt (each)
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 lemon – rind and juice
3 or 4 eggs, 1 pint fruit juice
Boil or steam 8 hours.

Around the edge of the paper reads  melt fat and rub into flour and bread crumbs
Then add the zest.

Copied from a handwritten note on The Hollies notepaper. Undated and it is not clear
who wrote it. But Samuel was a vegetarian and wrote papers and gave lectures on the
subject. An Appendix in ‘Elizabeth of Lavington’ reproduces a paper given by Samuel at
the Vegetarian Congress on Friday 13th October 1905.
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Appendix 6

Copies of the two sets of Agents particulars for the sale by auction in 1926 and 1931.
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Appendix 7
Letters written by Edith, Annette and Alice to their aunt Elizabeth copied from ‘Elizabeth
of Lavington’ .
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